NCAA cancels March Madness; NBA, NHL suspend seasons 


Major League Baseball halts spring training and will delay opening day by at least two weeks as uncertainty 
grips the world of American sports over an unprecedented 24 hours. In Sports 
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Shadow 
of suicide 
Stalks 
farmers 


Hundreds in the Midwest 
face life-crushing burdens 


Katie Wedell, Lucille Sherman 
and Sky Chadde 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


One by one, the three men from the 
same close-knit community took their 
own lives. 

Their deaths spanned a two-year 
stretch starting in mid-2015 and shook 
the village of Georgetown, Ohio, about 
40 miles southeast of 
Cincinnati. 

All ofthe men were in 
their 50s and 60s. 

All were farmers. 

Heather Utter, whose 
husband’s cousin was 
the third to die by sui- 
cide, worries that her 
father could be next. The longtime 
dairy farmer, who for years struggled 
to keep his operation afloat, sold the 
last of his cows in January amid his 
declining health and dwindling fi- 
nances. The decision crushed him. 

“He’s done nothing but milk cows 
all his life,” said Utter, whose father de- 
clined to be interviewed. 

“It was a big decision, a sad deci- 
sion. But at what point do you say 
enough is enough?” 

American farmers produce nearly 
all of the country’s food and contribute 
about $133 billion a year to the gross 
domestic product. 


Utter 


Extreme weather, falling prices and 

an increasingly uncertain future have 
plagued dairy and crop producers in 
the Midwestern states in recent years. 
JOSHUA A. BICKEL/USA TODAY NETWORK 


But U.S. farmers are saddled with 
near-record debt, declaring bankrupt- 
cy at rising rates and selling off their 
farms amid an uncertain future 
clouded by climate change and whip- 
sawed by tariffs and bailouts. 

For some, the burden is too much. 

Farmers are among the most likely 
to die by suicide compared with other 
occupations, according to a study in 
January by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. The study also 
found that suicide rates overall had 
increased by 40% in less than two 
decades. 

The problem has plagued agricul- 
tural communities across the nation, 
but perhaps nowhere more so than the 
Midwest, where extreme weather and 
falling prices have bludgeoned dairy 
and crop producers in recent years. 

More than 450 farmers killed them- 
selves across nine Midwestern states 
from 2014 to 2018, according to data 


See FARMERS, Page 6A 
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Race is on to keep cases 
Short of tipping point 


Trump tries to clarify Wall Street has worst day Broadway, Disneyland, 


ban on travel from EU since the crash of 1987 


other destinations closing 


Crews clean a JetBlue plane after a flight from New York landed in West Palm Beach, Fla., late Wednesday carrying a 


passenger who tested positive for COVID-19. GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST 


Flattening the curve 


Mitigation efforts can help reduce the number of daily coronavirus cases and 
ease pressure on the health care system. 


Number of daily cases 


Without 
protective 
measures 


Health care system capacity 
With protective 
measures 


Days since first case 
SOURCE Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
JANET LOEHRKE/USA TODAY 


Difficult steps 
being taken for 
greater good 


Doug Stanglin 
USA TODAY 


Why do experts say quarantines 
and canceled events are a good idea 
for controlling the spread of the 
coronavirus, especially when they 
involve people who are not sick? 

It’s all in the numbers and how 
quickly they grow. 

Health officials are trying to avoid 
arapid spike of cases that could over- 
whelm the health care system by 
“flattening the curve,” or spreading 
out the number of coronavirus cases 
over a longer period. 

In many respects, it’s not whether 
the situation is going to get worse but 
how quickly. 

“Whenever you have an outbreak 
that you can start seeing community 
spread ... when you have enough of 
that, then it becomes a situation where 


ROBERT DEUTSCH/USA TODAY 


How US ban on travel 
from EU affects fliers 


Americans abroad scrambled to 

fly back to the U.S. on Thursday 
ahead of a 30-day travel ban from 
the European Union that began 
Friday at midnight. The restrictions, 
announced by President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday, aim to limit 
the spread of coronavirus, which has 
Europe reeling. Major airlines said 
they would comply with the policies 
and were working with passengers. 


USA TODAY explains what passen- 
gers can expect and what options 


See CURVE, Page 3A are available. Story, 3A 


EXCLUSIVE 


Poll: Americans 
worried about 
financial health 


Susan Page and Joel Shannon 
USA TODAY 


Richie Williams’ family in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, has “stepped up our 
sanitization game” and are wearing 
protective masks. Lisa Adolf of Ever- 
ett, Washington, is taking care to have 
plenty of her daily prescriptions on 
hand at home. And Chris Zeiders of 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, isn’t 
doing much differently from usual ex- 
cept for the occasional elbow bump in 
lieu of a handshake. 

An exclusive USA TODAY/Ipsos Poll 
taken Tuesday and Wednesday finds 
Americans are worried about the novel 
coronavirus and are beginning to see 
its effect on their daily lives. Many ex- 
press greater concern about what the 


See POLL, Page 4A 


What do you plan to do 
because of the coronavirus? 
Wash hands more frequently 


EY so 


Stop attending social events 


i 25% 


Shop online instead of physical stores 


N 16% 


Cancel a personal trip 


a 17% 


Consider delaying a major purchase 


13% 


Start a rainy-day fund 


E 12% 


Stop attending religious services 


7% 


None of the above 
ES 20° 


NOTE Total does not equal 100% because 
respondents could choose more than one answer. 


SOURCE USA TODAY/Ipsos Poll of 1,005 adults 
taken online March 10 and 11; credibility 
interval +/- 3.5 percentage points 

GRAPHIC George Petras/USA TODAY 


